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Naming  of the playground in Travale in Maria's 

name 

On the anniversary of Maria Meier's death, the 

playground in Travale was named after her. The 

initiative came from the mayor of Montieri, 

Nicola Verruzzi. Just one week before the date, 

the approval for this came from the higher 

oʛce, quite ϥtalian bureaucracy. Because 

everything was done on such short notice, 

Federica could hardly keep up with the work of 

painting the railings of the playground and the 

fence of the tennis court. That's why ϥ helped her 

in one day. ϥ worked together with Daniele, who 

with his impairment could only work for a 

maximum of two hours at a time. He got going 

and told me many things. So ϥ could get to know 

the work of the Cooperativa better. Boris joined 

us in the afternoon.  

The next day was already 2/16/2023! Werner 

Dallapiazza and Jürg Geilinger also traveled to 

Tuscany for this event. Slowly the square ɲlled 

up with almost a hundred people. Two 

policemen in uniform held the coat of arms of 

Travale. Residents of the surrounding villages of 

Travale, Montieri and Gerfalco were present. 

Friends of the former Christian community near 

Pisa were also there. Nicola Verruzzi, visibly 

touched, opened the celebration with the simple 

words: he had not prepared anything big, but 

invited those present to say a few words about 

Maria. The ɲrst to speak was Manuela, Maria's 

daughter. ϥt is important to her that the work of 

the Cooperativa continues, she ended her 

words. Many were close to tears. Federica and 

Daniele also expressed gratitude for Maria's 

great help in their lives. ϥ also gave a brief 

testimony about the help ϥ received in therapy at 

that time and that ϥ was healed through Jesus 

Christ.  

Marianna, a resident of Travale, read a poem 

about semplicità. ϥt was about the simple life, the 

way Maria had chosen to live, the way she 

approached people without big platitudes. Maria 

was appreciated by many residents and was in 

lively communication with the mayor. Marco, the 

pastor of the community of Pisa also spoke. 

Werner testiɲed to those present that we of the 

sponsoring association continue to support the 

work in the ɲeld. Pastor Paul Schäfer, who had 

presided at Maria's funeral a year ago, also 

spoke. Beatrice Monti, who had known Maria for 

thirty years, came with Paulo, who was eighty 

years old. She praised Maria's great 

commitment throughout the years. After all the 

speeches, the covering of the name plate was 

removed. We remained silent in front of it for a 

while. Marianna placed the bouquet of ɳowers 

she had brought under the shield. At the end, 

Nicola Verruzzi once again addressed those 

present. His voice became louder and clearer: 

we should say goodbye to selɲshness and help 

each other instead. ϥf someone falls, we should 

help him up. Actually, he preached the gospel of 

charity. ϥt was incredible.  

Lia Härtig had prepared a very ɲne ϥtalian menu 

the day before at Casa Schalom. So we still had 

fellowship with Beatrice and Paulo and Paul 

Schäfer. ϥt was a successful celebration.  

Corinna Schmidt 

 


